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Early Educator Literacy: Why it’s Important & What You Can Do to Support Increasing Literacy Skills Now
It is critically important for Early Educators to have strong literacy skills. Strong Early Educator literacy skills support success in college and the achievement of education goals and Early Educators with strong literacy skills are better able to keep the children in their care safe and provide a literacy rich environment from which children in their care can test and grow their own emergent literacy skills. 
In NC, 49% of the state’s community college students need developmental coursework (reading, writing and/or math).  Those needing developmental coursework include Early Educators seeking college degrees. Early childhood degree programs are booming; in 2008 estimates show that nearly half of North Carolina’s Early Educator workforce was enrolled in an early childhood college class. Success in college, just like success in kindergarten and beyond, is largely influenced by the literacy skills of the student.
What literacy skills must early childhood students have to take classes?

As of Fall 2010, early childhood programs offered by NC community colleges will require students that did not successfully test out of developmental coursework to complete ENGLISH 080 and READING 080 prior to taking all 100 level EDU courses (with the exception of EDU 119) and ENGLISH 090 and READING 090 prior taking all 200 level EDU courses (with the exception of EDU 286).  Although these changes will be in place statewide by fall 2010 throughout the community colleges, developmental coursework pre-requisites at varying levels were already in place in over half of our colleges. For more information on this upcoming change go to: 
How can you support Early Educator literacy now?
You can help prepare our workforce to be successful in college by increasing your knowledge about the Early Educator literacy issues, strategies and resources by reviewing the information provided below. Use this information to support strengthening the design the your professional development sessions by including opportunities for participants to read information, reflect on what they have read, synthesize information and report what they have learned. 
Where can I learn more?
· Institute/NCPC Early Educator Literacy Webinar, June 29, 2009  http://www.ncchildcare.org/WF_Lit6_09.pdf
· UNCTV forum on Adult & Early Educator Literacy:  http://www.unctv.org/edforum/2009/financial_literacy.html (Start clip, allow clip to download, move bar to18 minute mark to begin Early Educator Literacy segment)
· National Commission on Adult Literacy Resources   www.nationalcommissiononadultliteracy.org/links.html
· ProLiteracy – A resource for information about the impact of literacy, facts & resources  http://www.proliteracy.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=370&srcid=371
· NC Community College System literacy resources & strategies http://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/Basic_Skills/adultLiteracyLinks.htm 

�





How is literacy defined? 


Literacy- the ability to read and write � HYPERLINK "http://www.dictionary.com/" \t "_parent" �www.dictionary.com�


Literacy-  The traditional definition of literacy is considered to be the ability to read and write, or the ability to use language to read, write, listen, and speak.   In modern contexts, the word refers to reading and writing at a level adequate for communication, or at a level that lets one understand and communicate ideas in a literate society, so as to take part in that society.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.wikipedia.org/" \t "_parent" �www.wikipedia.org�


National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL): “using printed and written information to function in society, to achieve one’s goals, and to develop one’s knowledge and potential.” � HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/naal/" \t "_parent" �http://nces.ed.gov/naal/� 


Literacy in Child Care in NC § 110-91.(8). “understanding licensing requirements and having the ability to communicate with the family and relevant emergency personnel.” � HYPERLINK "http://nrc.uchsc.edu/STATES/NC/nc_law.htm" \l "0_pgfld-998297" \t "_parent" �http://nrc.uchsc.edu/STATES/NC/nc_law.htm#0_pgfld-998297�
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