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Looking Outside for Professional Development Opportunities 

The North Carolina Outdoor Learning Environments Alliance is a statewide collaborative initiated by the NC Office of School Readiness and the NC Partnership for Children. It is comprised of organizations, agencies, and individuals focused on improving the quality of outdoor environments for all children.
Conferences - The 2009 Smart Start Conference was a huge success and the Outdoor Learning track was well represented with 11 workshops during the conference.  The NCaeyc conference is coming up on October 1-3 at the new convention center in Raleigh and there will be an Outdoor Learning track provided (go to www.ncaeyc.org). The Natural Learning Initiative (NLI) in partnership with the NC Office of Environmental Education will host an Outdoor Classroom Symposium, Workshop, and Field Day at the BC Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill on October 22-24. NLI will also offer the annual Design Institute with a focus this year on Children in Nature at Marbles Kids Museum in Raleigh on November 5-7.  For more information about either of these professional development opportunities, please go to the NLI website at: www.naturalearning.org, in addition to conference information, you can also find great publications on the NLI site, including resources for how to build a vine teepee and how to harvest rain water!  You can find those publications at this link: http://naturalearning.org/resources/diy.html
Alliance Policy & Regulations Workgroup Update –The Alliance had presented information, research and suggestions to the NC Child Care Commission Rules Committee regarding improving access to outdoor learning environments. The Commission was very receptive to the information that they received, and began work on possible text for rule changes. At the same time, the Commission was also considering other changes regarding obesity prevention, screen time, school age rules and breastfeeding support. Currently these rules are still under consideration and no formal action has been taken. At their meeting in September they will have the opportunity to vote to initiate rule making. If you would like to view the current draft text of the rules, it can be accessed at 

http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/pdf_forms/proposed_rule_text_070809.pdf, see Draft Rule Text.
Projects Underway - The Preventing Obesity by Design (POD) project that is funded by the Blue Cross Blue Shield of NC Foundation is going strong!  Robin Moore, Nilda Cosco and Brad Bieber at the Natural Learning Initiative have been working with 10 Smart Start Quality Enhancement programs to improve the quality of outdoor spaces in child care.  For each year of the 3-year project, a child care center will be selected through a competitive process to receive design assistance, on-site consultation and training with the goal of creating a compelling outdoor environment for children.  By the end of the project, 30 child care centers will have received this support!  The Year 1 child care centers have already been selected and include::
County


POD Site






Brunswick


Earth Angels Educational Center

Buncombe


YWCA of Asheville

Dare


Munchkin Academy

Guilford


A Child's World

Iredell County

Future Generations Child Development Center

Mecklenberg County 
 
Building Blocks Learning Center

Mitchell-Yancey

Genesis Academy Preschool

Orange


Children's Learning Center

Randolph 


Precious Memories Child Care

Robeson


Noah's Ark Learning Child Care

Learn more!  

NC Outdoor Learning Alliance 

http://www.osr.nc.gov/ProfDevandResources/OLEhome.asp
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