[image: image1.jpg]Institute for

Early Childhood

Professional Development



Early Childhood News

An electronic publication for Early Educators in North Carolina - 2009 Volume I
What is a CEU?

What is a CEU? 
A CEU is a continuing education unit. A CEU is defined as ten contact hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under responsible sponsorship, capable direction, and qualified instruction.

CEUs may be used to meet requirements for NC Early Educator Certification (EEC). CEUs may also be used to comply with staff education requirements for NC child care facility licensure through the NC Division of Child Development (DCD) and NC DPI teacher licensure renewal. 

CEUs & NC Early Educator Certification
Early Educator Certification (EEC) is valid for two to five years dependent on the education of the individual. Maintaining your EEC requires that you complete a designated number of continuing education units or CEUs and/or college credits. 

Early Educator Recertification requires that certified individuals complete the following number of college courses and/or Continuing Education Units to remain certified, based on the individual’s certification level:

Level 5 and below (silver levels) professionals who are certified must continue their education at a rate of 6 semester credit hours per certification period. Coursework in any field will be accepted toward the 6 semester hours required for recertification at any level. Early Educators are encouraged to take coursework that will help them achieve a higher certification level.

Level 6 and above (gold levels) professionals who are certified must complete 6 semester credit hours or 10 continuing education units (CEUs), or a combination of the two.

Level 9 or 10 (gold levels) For either level 9 or 10, professionals who are certified and who teach in a higher education system may receive credit for teaching rather than having to complete formal coursework.

What types of CEUs count toward my EEC recertification?

CEUs must fall under of the Division of Child Development’s (DCD) nine topic areas (right figure on right)

AND

CEUs must be offered though one of the following entities:

· A regionally accredited community college or university or

· The NC Department of Public Instruction (DPI) or

· A member of the International Association for Continuing Education and Training ( www.iacet.org).
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NC Division of Child Development, Required 


Staff Development Topic Areas


Planning a safe, healthy learning environment


Children’s physical & intellectual development


Children’s social & emotional development


Productive relationships with families


Program management


Professionalism


Observing & recording children’s behavior


Child growth development


Inclusion of children with special needs
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Required Staff Development Topic Areas
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